Working for a Poverty Free New Zealand

| want to acknawledge the wotk of the Christian Budgeting Sarvice, thank you far the
privilegs to spoak and hopefully encourage you in your work,

The title: I've chesen for my contrbution to you conforcnee s “Warking for a Poverty
Free MNew Zealand”. A laudable vision, but diffcult to achieve in the present rcalitios
af Maw Zealand.

Fram where | sit, | see New Zaalandrrs who are impacted by \hreefold poverty, A
makerial poverty, a spiritual poverty and what | would torm an aspirational poverty.
How do we froe New Zealanders and New Zealanders from this triple cursc is the
question | would lika to explore with you brigfly this morning.

Ecanomic recession and its impact nave over the last yoar demingted the media, the
actions of gowvernment, busingss and ithe community. This recession appoars to
have deepened poverty and the level of need in New Zealand. So what are some of
thiz indicaters of poverly we are seeing?

Two weeks ago The Salvaticn Army reloasoad ks quarterly absiract of key social
statistics. These show a 40% rize in food parcels over the same quarter [asl year
with 2000 families in Lhe last quartsr we had never sean boforo.

Tn recassian is despening materal poverty in New Zealand. Its' human fass is
poople losing jobs, parents nol able 1o pay the rent or the dactor, individuals turning
ta alcahal, gamiling and drugs far relief, families suilering relaticnship stress as tho
strain of ecanamic uncertainty impacts thom. Becassion alsoe nowever brings
spirilual and asprational questions tor people. This s sspecially true when the centra
of life has been built around material acouisition and consumption. Robbed of the
Aboilily e cuegurme ansd acguirg, a spirfual crisis emerges and there seemd tu be less
hope for the future.

Anather povorty indicator is pecple's ability (o deal with the life crises that ar part of
narmal life, Paople seom to be struggling mare. 1llus Plane, As peoasle are pushed
intc an econormic corner in their pereonal finances this seems 10 escalate the
possibitities af ather crsis impacting their lives and the realities of spintual and
aspirational povery kick i

A further indication is Mew Zealand neighbourhoods tend to be croaking under the
weight of social dislegation. Often showing upin a fack of connectedness and
individuals isolated from each other. For the clderly person this lack of social may
mean Merg is no neighbour gvailakle b get their milk ar broad when e sick. For
thz yaung they seek gangs and peer recognition to feel part and their scnse of
aloneness leads to drug use, binge drinking and high rates of youth suicida.

Sormeof the simple glus that kept communitics wWgethar and enablad families to
thrive appears to be now evapcrating. In the cammunity whore: | ve ooth Murm and
Dad arc working sometimes [eaving the eldest child to looks after the youngics after
schaol. Or Mum werks at might and Dad works during the day so they are never
togather ta talk and share with their childron, noighboors and do things that bring
richness to lite, Even in social serices a moro competitive model of social services
has fostered disconnecticn, daouble ups and competitivancss.



Anothar poverty sign is aur gommunities use and ar maore impaortantly abuse of
alzehal, Increasingly | detect in conversations with pecple a great deal of unease
around the wse of alcohol. Alechal is casily obtaincd at neighbourhocd bottle stares
and dairies, Ar thore is aimost an encocuragament to excessivaly consums whera
ihe local supermarket aloohol prices arc so cheap because they are using it as a loss
lgadar.

{t seems we are slow learmers. The social ministry of The Salvation Army was barn
nearly a 150 yoars ago raspanding te the problems of the day created by cheap
alcchal and its easy availability. .. Today ease of supply s leading fo & cultorg of
ingda drinking, alechal luelled vialence, alkkohol deperdency and young people
making lives imparant decisions while tanked up on a deadly cocktail of drugs and
alkechal. .

Other indicators are

» A diminishing supply of early childhood edocalion centres far poarer
communities. las Sth Auckiand 28.000 under 5's with anily 11,000 placas.

» Aninability in our scciety to educate, inspire and mentar our young people,
towards lives in which they feel purpose, security and hope

» A public atfitude in Mew Zealand that sees the enly answer to crime as
langer and harsher semtences rather than punishment that involvas usetul
work, adequate wictim support, strengthened mental health treatment and
addictinn tharapy for offenders.

The context of New Zealand socicty then you are asked to do yvour budgesing work is
ong whers your clisnts are impacted by this threefold povety challenge

»  Matarial poverty
»  Spiritual poverty
s Aspirational poverty

This poverty provides for 4 faith based service like you own an enormous chalenge
but alsc a fantastc oppartunity. The question is "Are we up for that challenge of
working [or a poverty free New Zealond?

| 'wantto put up for discussion and debate five suggestions | think could help

My first suggesticn iz for governments to stop managing vur sooial welfare system by
respanding o cne off newspaper articles and emaotive media commeants.

Instead let's have robust governanse and managemeant of social welfare systems
besed on cvidnnoed based research and information systems thal repart reliably o
what is g‘&iﬂg ob and what the imgact ol sccial delivery selutians are

Polilicians of all podticel Duess il seeins are rather kean to play palitios for their own
advantage with the welfare system. A pattorn has cmorged where an alleged abuss
of A hF'I“I{-"fIt of cther welfare provisian raised by the media; triggers a Minister to order
an mquwg..' into the working of their department I'rm sorry but my understanding of
gqooad gavernance and management is that you have as normal practice robust
reparting and information systems in place which enable you to know clearly whelher
your deparmant is delivering as it should be. BEvery lime a sooial palicy minister
guestiong thor pwn depantmental practices they undermine and waaken public rust
in the scecial suppart system.



Mus: Ths weeq s an example. ANZ makes 3 staterment. Mimster Beonett
anrounces an inguiry that is going to take to the end of the year to complete,

Mew Jealand has been expenencing the impact of a global economr s Srisis. 1
response o that crisis the governmeni has taken some reasonably dramatic actions
i, bher lsst s months, prowviding bank guaranices, increascd dramatically the spend
an capital infrastructure, instituting the cyclewsy project and providing for a nine day
fortnight. Welcome measures, td protect lhe economy, the banking syslem, business
irvestment and the jobs af individoals.

Given those decigian by cabingt wouldn't it scom reasonably obvicus that W was
likly to spond more on cmargency assistance during that saume period, Wouldn't that
alza mean you budget and institute good ngorous interiew crteria [or recipients and
ensure reporling machanisms that engure the money s well spent? And if you have
beon reading thoso wockly menitering reports why would you suddenly be surprised
by a Radic New Zealand repart and feel the need to institute an enguiry that was
Qaing to take the rest of the wear to complete?

A salution then is governance and management systams by government of sacial
services that ensure the moll billien dollar gpend on welfare s correctly and
efficiently manitored and tareted. A system that cnables Govornment to strangly
defond the public delivery of social and weltare services against any media mischief
rraking. ane aff events and further ensures maintains public confidence in those
rystrMs I8 mAaintained.

rty secondly suggestion is to really understand the drivers of social reed and base
Mew Zeatand's welfare and sooial palicy on evidenced basad research and proven
delivery soluticns.

Mew fealand continues a tascination with a bumper sticker approach 0 social
walfarg policy making.

Economic raalities mean sacial costs are accaeding budgets creates a bumper sticker
solution which says "Stop pecple ripping off the system”

A particularly nasty and horrendoos arirme is committed by an individoal so the
burmper sheker "Longer and harsher prison sentonces for all criminals™

A gang destroys ong state house the bumper sticker “The state house system is in
crisis temants destroy their houses™

And ¢n it goes. The mare often the bumper sticker is repeated the mare touth it
se2ms to gather. Tha charactenstics of bumper sticker selulions are they are usoally
quick easy answers, they usually argue from an individual probicm to g collective
smlurion,"{hcy cften protoct the self inkerest ot the perscn giving the solution and
frequently provide answers that have already been proven in practice 1o {al

Mew £ealand nas access to good guality infermation on most of its social prablems.
Reputable arganisations and researchers provice valuabile work that is often larpely
wgrioretd i faveur of the bumper stickers approach. Paoliticians sadly den't help when
they fail to cancentrate on evidence based solulicns optng instead for populist
solutions which they clten know won't wark but they will win the nos cloction.

Understanding and having reliatle data and rescarch is vital to sound social
solutions. Some of the present social stats of New Zealand should cause us to
furicushy work far answers.



e 230,000, or 22 percent, of New Zealand children are still living in poverty.
That is, in heuseholds with incomes below the 60 percent median income
poverty line. This is more than the entire population of North Shore City
(205, 60%) and means ane adult and ane child lving cn 3430 5 woeak bofore
they pay their howsing costs. '

o« Of these children, 170,000, ar 16 percent, live i housahalds with ingomeas
below the S0 percent median incame poverty ine, after taking housing costs
into account. This means one adult and ane child living on $355 a week,
bofare thoy pay thoir housing costs,

e ‘ncrease in prisan popuiation in + owys Increase in the cost of running the

- the five years to 8,500 people S Corrections Department since
2004

AR The increase in Government XL The decrease in Government

it spending on National | [T spending on income tested
Superannuation singe 2002 henefits singe 2002

Growth in the average valus of o LGircowttt i the value of income
wages and saeiaries stnge 2003 - tested benefits singe 2003 after

after taking account of inflation taking account of inflation

Sometimes the real evidencs put 3 diferont picture on the divees of socil and
consequently requires changed sclutions.

It wa baso the development of sclutions on evidence based research and
international evidence we are far more likely B achieve long torm answers o aur
welfarg and sacial pratlams

My third sugogestion iz thab we valug the building blocks of good social infrastructure
as highly as we valug economic and capital mfrastructure.

In Auckland we are currontly engaged in discussion and debate about the super city,
Debate often centred on the afflicient and effective yse of capital and ecanomis
infrastructure. Effective economic and capital utilisatan ig vitally impaortant to g well
functioning future Auckland city, it will be great it we have a world lass port and we
will &l b praud if the city cxooutes well the rugby world cup.

Eut in o cansideraticn of the governance and management of Auckland are we
valuing sufficicntly Yho develepment of a vision and plan which will achieve social
Fiarrmany, Social justice and the spiritual and aspirational health of citizens. The
Royal Carrmission on Auckland identified a need to value and encourage these
things. These recommendatians frgom the Boyal Commission to specifically addross
sociakinfrastructure have not presently beaen 1aken up by Govermment. This may
prove to be a costly mistake if it is not rectified.

Valuing and improwing key alements of Noew Zealand's sacial infrastructure is vitak:

» A social welfare pravision which provides safety far people hut does not
destroy individual effert or create unhealthy dependence.



= Ancconcimy that generates adequately paid work cpportunities for all
citizens.
Safe and affordable housing fer all citizens
Free education, tor all children which prm-'ldes a life pathway inta work ar
further educatiohal oppottunities.

= A social safety net that adequately protects people experiencing loss of
&a rming poesgr through aceident, sickness ar uncmployment,

» A systemn able to providerincame where a parant ar caregiver naeds to fargo
wark opportunities to provide adequate and sustainable care to children.

= A gystem that keops the community safe from crime. while keeping offenders
praductivehy working and undarntaking actions that will lead ta their successful
rehabilitabion ntg cammunity and non crrmingl activitics,

= A system that works to maintains the spiritual, cultural and mental health of its
GIHZCS

My fourth suggestion is a controversial one. We must stant believing again that there
gotugally is erough. What da | mean by that?

The glekal ecancrmic crigis has hijacked our imaginations, by filing our lounges and
places ot study and waork with imagery of bankruptcy, credit-defaulls, creda-cand
daht, natiomal debt, ete ek, Images that speak of whaf we dent fave and of whaf we
Nave to canlral, protect and ssve it we hope to make it thrgugh the rocession,

Trex Bibrlicsl schelar Waltcr Brueggemann says it this way

"... the dominant text of aur culture is despair... there are no new Qifts to be given,
and there is no Giver who rmight give new gifts.  There 1§ nothing morg than
managemsant and distribution and redistribution, wars about dstributich of land and
ail and watar, nor more gfts. Evenyhing is limited and scarce, to be quarded and
kept, to be confiscated and seized. It is s n the public demain of coonamics, not
Izss 50 i the intimate werld of human transactions and emctional need — not enough
of love, a shorlags of forgivenass, and finally a deprivation of grace in this age and in
the age ta come.”!

It scems that overyone everywhere is listening to and speaking this despairing
larquage of crisis marggemerd, this language of grasping, loss and scarcity, There
15 less talk today of whal we already have, 1855 talk of grehiude, and even lesser falk
of what we could rodistribute ar share. The future is finite, limited, and closed to
BUrprise.

Friends there is 8 large elephan! al our dinrer lables that welre ignonng?  The
clephant is that thers is "enowgh™ and if this economic crisis fuels a shift of our
energies{jnterests from cwver-consumption. to a desire to the mesting and sharing ot
need, then there is going to be "aencugh” v the future. s the olephant that no onc
seemns t> be mentiching or, far that ratter, even seang. Who has the cqurage to
dety the depressing-speak of the immediale gcondomic ¢risgis and talk of the "enough”
wea already have?

Three'things are required

The first is  championing thal “there Iz ehough.”
We have to counter the despairing speak of "crizis management®, tho cuwercnt
aconomic hype that is focusing only on what is rather than what could be. We need

Dwaltor Hracgeomann, 2000, Fhe Word Qe Re-descobes oar Woerld.




W engage in celebraling what we afready have and in the same breath, we have to
courageausly point to where thare couwld be a fairer distribution or redisfribution of
“goods” to ensure that evenyone, everywhere has “"enough’™, that ewveryone.
cwirywhorg can contribuie o and emioy a furer share of tho seonamic e, Thig will
realy eat mlo poverty

Secondiy we have 1o re-coverant cUrsehes 1o be caring just where we live, What if
wheare we live was a hub of our sccial minisley? What it we each became something
of a focd-pank? What if wo were to rediscover the practico of hospitality, the practics
of sharing our dinner tablas with others, the practice of sharing what we tradioonally
label aur ewn and private? What difference codld that make to the cammunities with
which wea live and misx?

What if sccrl sorvice agoncies were prepared to collabzrate financially with other
commurty groups wha, with the ecanomig downturm and the shrinking cash flaw,
now face the impossibility of securing decent funding scurces? The calaboration
could help close seme of the cracks that cemmunities tall through, limit the growing
sunse of competitiveness betwoan amanizations, and stop the nethcient duplication
of social services.

f Christizn social service becomes a place where welfare s adminisiered rather
than ar organic cammurnity, they fall.  Qur soraces bopome o distnbotion Centre. 4
place where the poor come to get stuff and the rich come to dump stuff. Both Qo
away satisticd [the rich fegl good, the poor get clothed and fed), but no one leaves
Liansfarmed. Mo new radical curnemueity §s formed."

We have to recammit curselves to communty developrnant, 10 being a iving, messy,
organic notwork of partnerships,

Thirdly we need to re-explore and reinvest in policies of “Reciproofy. ™ We have to
move our cnergics and practices from doing sfuffl for people to daing stulf foqothor
vilith peooie to doing stuff of the people. We have to help the communities we
cannect with feel and see that they can contribute to samething good, that there 15
some expectation on them to add something of real value. We hawve to shift trom
"hand-outs” ta "hand-ups” to “sharing the workload together” The cxpectation of
recipracily creates a:

“... community that {can} embrace not just the poar and their advecates, but the
better-off 45 well. Far the poor wili not only be less poor if they work {contribuote);
they will bocome less alicn to {and less distant from? cther people. That is a visicn
that is oflen not popular but it i5 a visian that, speaks to the real ngeds of the paar,
and advances the Qospel's vision of a unified suciety.""’

What comld this reciprooity Inok like? It could mean that clients get invited to halp
church people establish and sustain community gardens. 1t could mean that cliegnts
al e budgeding service gel invited to vplunteer time in cammuonity projects. 11 ooold
mean that congregations get invited to leave the church edifices oh Sunday and
collaboratively parner with our clients to "beautify” neighbourhoods’.  If handled
carefdlly, reciprocity can ingrease thoe folt dignity of indiveduagls and strongtnan the
cammunal feel of connectivity.  Thare 15 8 renawed sense of what = pogsible
together and of haw "we're ftruly] in this logether.”

f Sbucoes Cladseme, 1hicd.
“hary Jo Boaoe and Laseoenee B Mewd. 2603, Litlirg: U e o



And that leads to my titth and tinal suggestion that is that getting rid of poverty is &
joR that lies with us all

It lies with govemment in the provisian of state systems ot seoial provision that are
sdequately funded, strongly managed, rigoreusly manitored and can be adequately
defendead when the provision ar the peaple benefitting from the social system are
unfairly attacked

It s with paliticians especially those in gpposition, not (@ foster electoral success by

jurnping on pepulist sacial salution bandwagans that lack supporting evidence of
effectivenass

We currently have a recard prison nurnber of 8500, rising so fast Governmaont nesds
to introduce policies of temparary prisens and double bunking. This situation has not
been driven by a rapid increase in criminal offending but by a public pressure for
lenger sentences and more offenders in prison. The public prossure has baen
gftectve but 15 our community safer and arge prisans warking. Each year 7000 people
are releaged [rom Mew Jealand prisens often living just down the roadd frem yal and
me. Fhay are released having not warked far the fength of their sentence, without for
the P, drug or alcohal addiction that contributed to their offending and often suffering
from diagnosable mental haalth ilinesses that have not bean treated. They will be
relaased without housing, jobs ar any incame. We have shelves of reports and
internaticnal evidence which show thers are better ways to deal with offending and
punishmgnt. New Zealand poliicians hawever arg chacsng pelicies that gain
electoral success rather than policies that rethink crime and purighrment.

It lies with local autharities, Local Government cannot just be about roads rates and
rubbish. A lpcal authanty needs alse o proveding serices of recreation, housing,
and community developrnent that will enhance families and toster social justice,

It i wilk the church and ehoreh based arganisations. Making sure that the three big
themes of the gospel arc preacheod and acted upon faith. mearey and justice.

it lies with the media, Instead of falling into the trap of sensatienalising haw ahaut
rmgie quality jcurnalisls raingd o uncover qualily social policy saluticns and
international best practice in sccial service deliveny

And il les with you and me, To valae, speak up, support and cnogurage the
develgpmeant of sound social structure that creates a New Zealand we are all happy
to live in. And to start to live lives that will challenge the threetold curse of poverty

| aften receive letters from peapla whaose vas have heen rescued from paverty. |
received SUch a letter this week in clasing let me share it with you.

Hella rmy nare is...... I'm a 29 vear old mother of 5 children. | met The Salvation
Army at the Manukau Court, They helped me to get home, | was so upsct, my kids
had bren taken off me and my bfo was a mess.

Since the day when | asked tor help the Sallies for hetp they have continued to
support me which | really needed,

Asking for help that day was the best decisicn | have ever made. | startad on a if
skill development course which teachos maothers ke me everyday basic skills.



Baking was one of the skills | have always wanted to learn. The Sallics taught me to
bako. My kids love my baking and | have made it a family time to talk and enjoy
baking together.

I'm really grateful, | just light up when | get cemplimantad by my kids on the little
things L do. And even my family camphment me as well. They say how nice my
cooking is and nat "oh its burnt”,

Thraugh the suppart tha Sallies have given me | have become a better person and
parent to my children and | know that because my kids have told me so many times,
| just dor't want to lock back, just o move on with my lifte, Making it safo and
pleasant life for my Faumily.

| havwa my kids gvery wagkend now, they sit ngxt ta me m church and they are happy.
They don't nesd to worry that 1'm going to do something wrong again because they
zee I'm differant.

| just want ta thank you for giving me my life back. We can work o make Mew
Zealand paverly free. It just requires greater {aith, vision effort and determination
from uws all

Campbell Roberts
Aurusti 2005



